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tiauized. Germany, several centuries ago was in- 
habited by barbarian* . Today Garmany ie one of 
the greatest natioM. The word of God has been 
introduced and its influences are felt in all Ger- 
many. Great Britain was onoe inhabited by the 
Picts, Soots and other tribes ; but with invading 
armies came the Bible, and today Great Britain 
is the greatest Christain nation in the world. 

The same influence that the Bible baa upon the 
nation it wields over the individual. Indeed its in- 
fluence muBt be felt by the individual before it can 
take effect on the nation. Nations are made up ot 
individuals, and as ie the disposition, intelligence 
and religion oi the individuals, so will be the dis- 
position, intelligence and religion of the nation, but 
alt the qualities peculiar to enlightenment depend- 
ent upon the influence of God's word. 

Who in thiB country eemmsnds the greater in- 
telligence, the Christian or the infidel ? The Chris- 
tian, certainly. True, there are a few noted infi- 
■dels who excel in learning, but is it not a fact that 
even they owe their superior intellects to the facil- 
ities afforded by the institutions of a Christian re-, 
public t 

In view of these influences, so elevating in their 
tendencies, can men successfully gainsay the in- 
spiration of the Word ? When individuals and 
nations rise in dignity under its genial influences 
can men consistently say that the Bible is full of 
darkness ? Because there are some things in it in- 
comprehensible to the finite mind is it all darkness 
and mystery I As well might we say because 
there are dark spots in the sun it is all darkness. 
But the light of the sun is not obscured by these 
spots, neither do the mysteries of the Bible dim its 
light, "it is nevertheless a lamp to our feet and a 
light to our path." The mysterious passages in- 
vite research and it is investigation and thonpht 
that develops the mind. If I condemn the scrip- 
tures because I cannot understand all of them, I 
on the same premise condemn everything 
else that I cannot undertsand. Tou cannot under- 
stand how the impressions on the telegraph are 
transmitted. Will you condemn it because you 
can not explain it ? You know it does its work 
and yon are satisfied with it even though it be a 
mystery. Men do not understand themselves. 
Will they condemn themselves and deny their in- 
fluence because they can not explain their anatomy ? 
You can not explain "why, on a man's head one hair 
is white and another black, can yau ? Will a man 
apply the suicidal knife because he can not tell 
why one part of his eye is black or blue and anoth- 
er part white V Then why ahauld he damn his 
soul in hell because he can not understand every 
sentence in the Bible. Men can not understand 
bow bread makes blood and bone and muscle. 
Will they quit eating because tbey can not under- 
stand it ? Men can not explain the growth of veg- 
etation. You have been studying botany recently. 
Plants and flowers have been closely observed. 
Can you tell me why one rose is white and another 
pick ? Can you explain why the sap of the blood- 
root is red, that of the dandelion cream colored, 
and that of the maple transparent ? Do you un- 
derstand how the sap moves upward in vegetation ? 
You know that the fibers and rootlets take in the 
nourishment, bnt how it is carried upward is a 
mystey. If it flowed downward it might be ex- 
plained as being in harmony with the laws of grav- 
itation, but by moving upward it is in direct oppo- 
sition to these laws. The world is foil of things 
that man can not understand. Will he condemn 
the world because he can not understated it? Let 
us then be as reasonable with theology as with 
science. 

It I could comprehend the omniscience of God T 
might have less faith in him. That would be a 
small infinite that the finite could comprehend. 
That would be a small indefinite that conld be 
measured by the definite. The greater the God 
the more mysterious are his ways. Tbey are past 
finding out. A god of wood or stone is not difficult 
■ to comprehend. A human god ie harder to under- 
stand. We can not read his motive. His inten- 
tions are unknown to us. But an omnipotent and 
all- wise God — the Deity who has power to make 
worlds and to swing them into space, who com- 
mands and the elements obey, can only be under - 
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stood in part. As Paul expresses it, 
know in part, and we prophecy in part" 

I believe in the inspiration of the Bible because 
of its miraculous preservation. Fifteen hundred 
years after Herodotus wrote his history it is said 
there was only one manuscript copy of it. Twelve 
hundred years after Plato wrote his philosophy 
there was only one manuscript copy of it. No one 
disputes the authentioity of those works. But 
with fifty copies of Bible manuscript, some of them 
a thousand and many of them fifteen hundred years 
old, men doubt the genuineness of the scriptures. 
This book handed down from the dayB of the apos- 
tles through such men as Origen and Teitullian, 
men who suffered martyrdom for the religion they 
professed and preserved all the way down through 
tho centuries ie surely the word of God. This 
book with its inspired teachings and hallowed in- 
fluences through which men are drawn to God and 
consecrated to*his service becoming illustrious in 
state and church ; this book redolent with the fra- 
grance of heaven and written in the life-blood of 
the Son of God; this book, silver-tongued in its 
simple eloquence, a truth eloquence that arrests the 
human ear wherever its voice is heard ; this book 
which millions of the human family are instinctive- 
ly though unconsciously seeking is verily the lamp 
whereby the world is enlightened and purified. It 
is the light that shines clear over to the Jordan of 
death so that man might walk in it and win the 
prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. 
By the light of God's word we are permitted to 
enter New Jerusalem, walk on golden streets and 
on banks of silvery lakes where we can bask in the 
sunshine of God's glory forever and ever. 

Gentlemen of the graduating class, I have spok- 
en somewhat at length of the elevating influences 
of the Bible. I have thus epoken because it is the 
text book from which some of you will sooner or la- 
ter give instruction and I Bhould feel as though I 
bad come short of my duty had I not given you some 
encouragement. Some of you may become prac- 
titioners, and I would have you know that in state 
as well as in the church these influences are essen- 
tial. Whatever vour occupation, may be may the 
words of David be the language of your hearts : "I 

truBt in thy Word." 

You have been here several years under the 
guidance of the instructors of Ashland College, 
Your object in coming here was the acquisition of 
knowledge and discipline of the mind. Your rec- 
ords show that you are fit applicants for the de- 
grees absut to be conferred upon you. You have 
grown intellectually. What was mysterious to 
you upon matriculation is now lucid and simple. 
So you will find it as you ascend the scale of learn- 
ing, and when you will have touched your highest 
line or wended your last space you will not have 
learned all. The mind is both limited and unlim- 
ited. It is limited as to capacity. It never ceases 
to develop. But when the vast resources of knowl- 
edge are considered it sighs in wonderment as if to 
exclaim, "O Wisdom, who can comprehend thee I 
Bay unto day utlereth speech ; night unto night 
showeth knowledge." So it ie in the divine school 
We add to laith virtue, to virtue knowledge, 
and roond after round we mount the ladder of 
Christian development until the soul takes its flight 
for celestial regions. But the fullness of wiadom 
will not be experienced until we stand in the pres- 
ence of God in illustrious garbs, wearing crowns 
of immortal glory. Then will be fulfilled the Bay- 
ing of Paul: "Whether there be prophecies, they 
shall fail j whether there be tongues, they shall 
cease ; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish 
away." The knowledge that we acquire bere will 
sink into insignificance' when compared with the 
wisdom of heaven.. Surely "it doth not yet appear 
what we shall be." 

You have been walking in the sunshine of God's 
woid. Have you opened your hearts to its genial 
influences ? The opportunities of a Christian na- 
tion are yours. You have already been blessed 
with intelligence. The mental faculties and the 
opportunities to develop them are God-given. Will 
you OBe them to honor and glorify his name or will 
yon accuse them and curse God ? Heaven forbid ! 
May you forbid it. You can. -The elevation of the 
race is to me the grandest work on God's earth. 
Iq thiB noble cause each individual may do a part. 


He must not necessarily be a minister of the gos- 
pel to do it In every honorable vocation of life 
men may glorify God. And when all men shall 
have just regard for God's word and be influenced 
by it, when the business man shall deal honestly 
with his neighbor, when the barrister shall be 
actuated by principles of right and justice, when 
the heart of the minister shall be aglow with love 
for souls, when right motives shall fill the hearts of 
all men, then will the star of Bethlehem shine with 
renewed effulgence and all men exclaim "Behold 
the Lamb of God which taketjf away the sin of the 
world." 


Lost. 
A midnight messenger awakened me announcing 
the loss of two little children, and that all rescuers 
possible should be summoned, Two days ago 
these two children, aged respectively three and six 
years, when on being sent by their parents for 
water, strayed off into the mountain and despite 
the efforts of nearly two hundred persons to the 
rescue, they were not found until after being lost 
in the mountain for two nights and nearly two 
days. Finally they were rescued early in the 
morning of the second day, having used a cliff of 
rucks' for shelter and leaves for a bed. Their 
unfortunate condition was a heart-rendering affair. 
Parents almost frantic with grief aud friends and 
neighbors continuing the search day and night — 
all were almost distracted with the idea of leaving 
two little ones all alone in the mountains, the 
company perhaps of ferocious beast and poisonous 
reptiles. At the finding of the children it is said, 
nearly a hundred persons rushed franticly down 
the mountain to tell the glad news, "the lost is 
found." Strong men wept and shout after shout 
rent the air, a steam engine whistled and bells 
pealed forth the glad news of the children's deliver- 
ence from a seemingly awful death. 

We are all children of our heavenly Parent. 
Many of us have gone astray and have wandered 
away from His care, and have in exchange chosen 
the bleak, cold, rugged and barren mountain in 
preference to a borne prepared for our eternal 
happiness. 

These children wandered off innocently ; we will- 
fully stray away, knowing that we ate leaving a 
kind parent's home and seeking an unsheltered 
mountainous dwelling place, and one with dangers 
all about us now, and if we continue in our course 
will finally perish. 

If man will do so much for lost children, and if 
such an effort is made to rescue a perishing child, 
what may we expect of the anxiety and grief it 
causes our heavenly Parent when His children 
stray away from Him ! 'Or will man do more for 
man than God will or has done ? No man has 
ever said "Here I will die to save you." Christ 
has done more than thia. He has descended from 
the throne of the King of kings to die the most ig- 
nominious and excruciating death for us wanderers. 
The Holy Ghost is searching for us and pleading 
us to retard, but we seem not to bear this call un- 
til we finally awaken and realize the surrounding 
situation, and then it is when we inquire for the 
Saviour, as did those children first ask when found, 
"Where is papa ?" We want to get back home 
then, we want to accompany the Holy Spirit to the 
Father's house. And when we are rescued there 
will be more joy over a redeeced lost child of 
God than over those that went not astray. On re- 
turning from the search I noticed many children 
at their homes with their parents and under their 
care. No tears were shed, no shout of joy went 
up, and no tossing of hats for those at home, but 
all was joy and inquiry for the redeemed. 

May we not expect unbounded and com- 
plete joy when a sinner returns to God? 
When can we realize the fullness of the love the 
Father has for us? When can we appreciate His 
suffering for lost humanity ? When can we come 
to ourselves and desist in the grievances we cause 
the Father ? When will we stop from crucifying 
the Lord again and again ? 

How long and how many times would you be 
willing to search and ask the return of the lost if 
at the impulse of every effort you mace tbey would 
willfully and knowingly evade you and in the face 
of this turn and profane your name? Should we 
not respect and honor God as much as man ? Do 
we obey man rather than God? God forbid. 

G. A. Copp. 
Fisher's Hill, Va. 


